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November 18, 2020 

Austin Callwood, Director 
Division of Environmental Protection 
Department of Planning & Natural Resources 
45 Mars Hill 
Frederiksted, VI 00840-4474 

SUBJECT: Sheen in West Basin after Rainfall on November 10, 2020 

LIMETREE BAY 
TERMINALS, LLC 

Dear Mr. Callwood, 

Limetree Bay Refining, LLC and Limetree Bay Terminals, LLC ("Limetree") hereby submits the 
following information pursuant to USVI, Title 12 Chapter 7 Section 184-51 (1)(6)(i) Rules and 
Regulations and TPDES Permit Part II.C.12(f)(2). Notification was made to Mr. Courtney 
Dickenson on Monday, November 10, 2020 at approximately 12:25 PM, of a sheen in the West 
Basin of the facility. 

On November 10, 2020, the oily water sewer in and near the DD6 process unit overflowed 
during a heavy rain event. The oily water flowed into the storm water drain system, which 
drains into the All American canal. The oily water created a sheen at the Main Outfall. Although 
no sheen could be observed in the harbor because of the turbulence created by the rain event, 
it was assumed some oily water made its way to the harbor from the Main Outfall. 

The Limetree Fire department, clean-up crews and onsite OSRO were immediately deployed, 
and operations quickly moved to cover the storm drains and lay booms on the unit to prevent 
further entry into the storm system. Oil spill booms and vacuum trucks were also 
simultaneously deployed to contain the material in the outfall as well as the All American Canal, 
polishing pond and Main Outfall. 

To prevent recurrence, the storm water sewer system has been cleaned and the oily water sewers 
in 3 Vac and in and near DD 6 have been "snaked". Stormwater covers have been added to 
these two units for the duration of the re-start. Alternate routes for stormwater are being studied. 
Other agencies notified as per Spill & Release Reporting Procedures were the National Response 
Center and the US Coast Guard who conducted a site visit the day of the incident. 

If you have any questions or need additional information concerning the release, please contact 
Joyce Wakefield of my staff at (340) 692-3205. 

Jeffrey Rinker 
CEO 
Limetree Bay Ventures, LLC 

1 ESTATE HOPE■ CHRISTIANSTED, VI 00820 • TEL: 340-692-3000 
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September 9, 2020 

Austin Callwood, Director 
Division of Environmental Protection 
Department of Planning & Natural Resources 
45 Mars Hill 
Frederiksted, VI  00840-4474 

SUBJECT: Sheen in West Basin after Rainfall on September 3, 2020 

Dear Mr. Callwood, 

Limetree Bay Refining, LLC and Limetree Bay Terminals, LLC (“Limetree”) hereby submit the 
following information pursuant to USVI, Title 12 Chapter 7 Section 184-51(l)(6)(i) Rules and 
Regulations and TPDES Permit Part II.C.12(f)(2). Notification was made to Mr. Courtney 
Dickenson on Thursday, September 3, 2020 at approximately 10:05 AM, of a sheen in the West 
Basin of the facility.  

After a heavy rain event during the early morning hours of September 3, 2020, the storm water 
sewer system discharged water along with sheen and floating oil from the storm water sewer 
system to the All American Canal.  The All American Canal flows to the final polishing pond and 
then to the main outfall ditch.  

On August 22, 2020, the facility experienced heavy rain fall associated with Tropical Storm Laura.  
During Tropical Storm Laura, the oily water sewers in the #3 vacuum unit overflowed and some 
hydrocarbon overflowed onto the concrete containment area of the unit.  After the event, the oily 
water sewer in vacuum unit #3 were found to have a blockage that caused this overflow and were 
subsequently cleaned and cleared.  This action addressed the cause of the oily water sewer 
overflow.  It is believed that during the oily water sewer overflow that some of this material made 
its way into the storm sewer system in the area of #3 vacuum unit.  The rain on September 3, was 
enough to push this hidden material into the All American Canal.   

The Main Outfall carries a large amount of storm water from both on and off site and flows to the 
West Basin of the harbor.  Booms, hay baskets with sorbents and the weir system that are in 
place were able to capture the majority of the oil as designed, but a sheen was present inside the 
permanently installed hard boom in the harbor.  The sheen was caused by less than one quart of 
oil.  Based on the use of NOAA guidance, twenty gallons of hydrocarbon were discharged to the 
All American Canal.  

Oil spill booms were immediately deployed to contain the material in the outfall as well as the All 
American Canal. Vacuum trucks were used to pull oil from behind the boom, from the Polishing 
Pond, the All American Canal and the Main Outfall.  The sheen in the harbor was removed within 
an hour.  The storm water system tied to the #3 vacuum unit was plugged and thoroughly cleaned 
with vacuum trucks and double flushed.  The culverts located in the All American canal were 
vacuumed and flushed. 

NEICVP1416E01 Page 3 of 20 
Appendix W

Limetree Bay Refining and Terminals 
Christiansted, US Virgin Islands



To prevent recurrence, the storm water sewer system has been cleaned, as stated above. 
Limetree is planning to add additional oil fence boom to harden our system and will work on 
heightening awareness regarding the storm water system.  
 
Other agencies notified as per Spill & Release Reporting Procedures were the National Response 
Center and the US Coast Guard who conducted a site visit the day of the incident.  
 
If you have any questions or need additional information concerning the release, please contact 
Joyce Wakefield of my staff at (340) 692-3205.  
      
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brian K Lever 
President and CEO 

 
 
cc: Courtney Dickenson (DPNR) 
 Jim Casey (USEPA Region II) 
 MST1 Brian Webster (USCG) 
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         November 18, 2019 

 

Mr. Kathlyn Worrell-George, Director 

Dept. of Planning & Natural Resources 

Division of Environmental Protection 

45 Mars Hill 

St. Croix, Virgin Islands 00840-4474 

 

SUBJECT:  Limetree Bay Terminals Reportable Release 

   Silt from Firewater Line break Discoloring Harbor 

 

Dear Ms. Worrell-George: 

 

Limetree Bay Terminals hereby submits the following information pursuant to USVI, Title 12 Chapter 7 

Section 186.1(c) Rules and Regulations.  A notification was made to DPNR, to Benjamin Keularts of your 

staff on November 9, 2019 at around 12:00 Noon. 

 

On Saturday, November 9, 2019 at around 11:30 AM a plume of cloudy water was observed at the corner 

of Dock Road and Dock No. 1, where Outfall 8 discharges into the harbor, The plume was caused by a 

firewater line which had a break about 6 feet below the surface.   The water in this line is sea water under 

constant pressure for firefighting purposes so when it ruptured underground it has a steady flow of sea water 

pushing through the ground carrying the surrounding caliche and dirt with it into the harbor.  The line that 

ruptured was about 50 feet north of the harbor so the water flowed directly towards the harbor cloudy plume 

in the harbor that spread out about 30 feet. 

 

As soon as the break was detected by security, the fire department personnel went out and isolated and 

depressured the system.  Isolation was complete by 10 PM, repairs were completed by the next morning.  

Once repairs were complete some hydrants were opened to get air out of the system.  Testing of the repairs 

was complete by the following day.  

 

If you have any questions or need additional information concerning this release, please contact Joyce 

Wakefield of my staff at (340) 692-3205. 

     

  

      Sincerely, 

 

 

 

      Jeff Charles 

      VP of Terminal Operations 

CC: Benjamin Keularts (DPNR) 
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          August 11, 2016 

 

 

 

Mr. Norman Williams, Director 

Dept. of Planning & Natural Resources 

Division of Environmental Protection 

45 Mars Hill 

St. Croix, Virgin Islands 00840-4474 

 

SUBJECT:  Limetree Bay Terminals Reportable Release 

   Sheen in East Basin of Limetree Bay  

 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

 

Limetree Bay Terminals hereby submits the following information pursuant to USVI, Title 12 Chapter 7 

Section 186.1(c) Rules and Regulations.  A notification was made to DPNR via voicemail and a call to 

Benjamin Keularts of your staff on August 6, 2016. 

 

On August 6, 2016 at approximately 2:30 p.m., sheen was observed at the outlet of Outfall 008, near 

Dock 1.  At the time Tankfield 22 was being drained in accordance with Spill Prevention and Counter 

Controls (SPCC) rules due to rain the previous day.  As per procedure the tank field was inspected for oil 

or sheen prior to the tankfield drain being opened. During the initial inspection at approximately 6:30 a.m. 

there was no visible sheen on the water to be drained.  

 

When sheen was observed in the harbor at approximately 2:30 p.m. the tankfield drain was immediately 

closed. Sorbent booms and vacuum trucks were used to contain and clean up the hydrocarbon.  The 

contaminated sorbent booms used to clean the area were containerized and removed to the oily material 

storage area for proper characterization and disposal.  The sump, tankfield and stormwater ditch were 

flushed and cleaned.  

 

Investigation determined that pumps in a sump located in the tankfield being drained failed. One pump 

seized and the second pump failed to start. The sump was receiving groundwater from the groundwater 

remediation program as well as product from pressure relief valves per design. The tankfield was 

periodically checked throughout the day, the last check occurring around 1:45 PM.  At about 2:30 PM 

sheen was observed coming from the tankfield. When the pumps failed, the sump over flowed its 

containment and went into the tankfield which would have been considered secondary containment under 

ordinary conditions. Due to draining that day the containment was opened, therefore by procedure 

containment was intentionally breached. The tankfield drain allows stormwater from the tankfield to flow 

into the stormwater drain which goes to Outfall 008 which discharges into the north west corner of the 

east basin.  Approximately 30 gallons of hydrocarbon made it to the harbor before the overflow was 

contained.  

 

Management review resulted in the following corrective actions: a high level, audio and visual, alarm will 

be installed on the sump.  One pump is being repaired and the second has been inspected and had 

preventative maintenance.  

 

Other agencies notified as per Limetree’s Spill & Release Reporting Procedures were the National 

Response Center, and the US Coast Guard. And additional call was also made to VITEMA which 

requested a call be made to 911.   
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If you have any questions or need additional information concerning this release, please contact Joyce 

Wakefield of my staff at (340) 692-3205, or the undersigned at (340) 692-3520. 

     

 

  

      Sincerely, 

 

 

 

      Sloan Schoyer,  

      VP of Operations  

 

CC: Benjamin Keularts (DPNR) 
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